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EDITORIAL.
DYNAMICS OF LIFE AND MOVING IN TO THE FUTURE

Ulrich L. Rohde 
Brandenburg University of Technology Cottbus–Senftenberg
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At any time in history, we examine things around us, intellectually,
emotionally and if we are smart we go back to the origin of these behaviors
and evaluate their cause and validity. This trip back in the past and then into
the future will be both stressful and educational. Most people don’t make
mistakes in rational judgment, but in emotional territory. As in the past there
were small villages and tribes with a “chief”, a medicine man and an elder,
it is obvious that many decisions were based on past experience, and not on
science. The actual command structure came from the perceived power that
men had, and the fear of not breaking the rules, fear of punishment and just
fear of the unknown.

I want to take a journey from the past and move forward, and I will
try to help with this transition offering a way to reason with some of the
thoughts coming up.

The Power of Communication
In the time of villages and tribes, there was no universally defined

language, and the number of expressions was limited, and mostly sufficient.
Trust amongst the tribe members was also limited. Humans have needs,
some of them very simple, called modest, but others loved power and
wanted to rule. Nature itself has created the rule of the fittest, not necessary
a bad thing, but by today’s standard not democratic. The inner tribe
communication created a level of ruling by effectiveness, just like inside a
team a leader will emerge even if he is not formally appointed. If he is
effective he will maintain his position and maybe grow in power and
position. This is not like an election, but a logical succession, not without
politics.

The positive part of this is that the tribe will take care of its members
and even the weak ones will have their place; and there will be mistrust
regarding outsiders. Will they have the same value system? Do they have
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more knowledge (power), different gods, greater needs or power hungry
members who hurt others?

Nature itself has created this “undemocratic” system, which before
mankind interfered had a somewhat stable constellation, that does not fit the
modern way of “One person = 1 vote”.

The problem with an equalized system is that modern information
the amount of it and some of the details are beyond the comprehension of
people. So the same things mean different things to different people, and
this is an invitation for trouble.

In the past things were simpler, not SIMPLE, but with fewer
variables. Great empires like Greece and Rome were bound to go under,
they were just too big, no longer controllable and with great differences
between the powerful or the rich and the “working class”. This we actually
experience even today; and there is no easy solution.

The rich are already “overtaxed” and have little appetite to invest
and great risk; if successful they pay a premium for the result; and if they
don’t invest they get yelled at as being unsocial. Not a good situation. It all
goes back to the lack of information and conversation, honest conversation
amongst the relevant parties and the alliance of some parties with the unions
to buy more votes eventually. So as I stated, communication, or lack of open
honest communications is a big negative factor. We like the personality of
our politicians but not their decisions. They cause fear, which brings us to
fear, how to understand it and conquer it.

The Fear Factor
There are many forms of fear. For most people and animals the fear

of death is the strongest one, followed by the fear of the unknown as it may
result in death. The first is hard to battle. All of us have a beginning and an
(physical) end. I don’t want to touch the religious factor here as this leads
away from the more common fear of failure. If I exclude the first more
dramatic kind of fear, there is the fear of failure.

Having passed many examinations in my life, from school to
medical evaluations, also job interviews when I came just from the
university, or on the other hand, having made decisions for companies with
billions in sale, I must admit this comes with a lot of pressure. As we grow
up, many of our decisions have less impact on others, mostly on us. Later
when we are responsible for many families, things get more complex, there
are short and long-term decision and some in between.

In life there is prestige and drive, a healthy one and a dangerous one;
and there is convention. Convention, right or wrong, sets certain standards.
Some are strong, can afford to be “eccentric” whereby I believe a certain
eccentricity is necessary to be emotionally and intellectually successful. To
stay in a shell is unproductive and gives no insight in the world. There is
also courage needed to make (small I hope) mistakes, easily correctable.
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Life needs boundaries, boundary conditions, both in the job and in private
live.

Being wealthy or rich doesn’t have an absolute meaning. It is
relative to someone else, or an abundance of money and power. We are
driven by our character and personality. Look at lottery winners. They can
barely handle their overnight wealth as they never learned how to deal with
this. Some of us are afraid of success, shining success, presents from
friends, being publicly recognized. All of this requires preparedness, a stable
non corruptible character and a hand full of competent friends or a sanity
check. To refuse any of these signs of success indicates a troubled past, but
to have only these signs of success in mind produces real trouble in the
future. The key to deal with fear is to be prepared. Like a difficult exam or
complex decisions, the best is preparation.

The biggest enemy of fear is education and preparedness. The
government frequently changes existing law for convenience. Our Russian
friends have called this decadent, and the German Government has learned
this too, to change things retroactively. The world today is dynamic; it has
its always changing rules and instabilities we have to deal with. An
experienced manager will foresee these things to come, maybe not perfectly.
The needs of the industry have destabilized many things. Rather to have
managers with good foresight, they get high pay if they are ousted, they are
not made responsible, and the workers get time limited contracts, which
makes planning on their part impossible.

There is only one way out. Get the best education in life, work on
continuing education, do good things in your area of expertise and don’t
hide it. Just the opposite, make your abilities known. Life is full of
competition and more and more will compete for the same job.

What Is The Conclusion?
We are no more driven by stable values. Neither the Churches nor

the political establishment are a pillar of stability or hope. We are in charge
of us, with our beliefs, proactive or destructive, education, taking small
risks, making ourselves known and selecting our trusted friends and
advisors.

This is not always easy, but it may become successful. Be grateful
for help, don’t reject it, but value it first, and above all have a good plan and
execute it.
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